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responding vigorously with respect and understanding. 
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The Prelude   Rhosymedre  Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 –1958) 
 

The Opening Hymn Where cross the crowded ways of life         H609
 

The Celebrant then says  BCP 355 

 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The celebrant continues 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Then is said BCP 356 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect of the Day BCP 235 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we 

may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The First Lesson Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
 

A Reading from the book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite 

Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all Naphtali, the land 

of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the 

Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. The LORD said to 

him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give 

it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” 

Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at the LORD’s command. 

He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial 

place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was 

unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab 

thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended. Joshua son of Nun was full of 

the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, 

doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel 

like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face. He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders 

that the LORD sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants 

and his entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that 

Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

Reader    The Word of the Lord.  

People    Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 90:1-6, 13/17 Dominus, refugium BCP 717 

1 Lord, you have been our refuge * 

from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or the land and the earth were born, * 

from age to age you are God. 

3 You turn us back to the dust and say, * 

"Go back, O child of earth." 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 

and like a watch in the night. 

5 You sweep us away like a dream; * 

we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 

in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

13 Return, O LORD; how long will you tarry? * 

be gracious to your servants. 

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * 

so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

15 Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 

and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

16 Show your servants your works * 

and your splendor to their children. 

17 May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; * 

prosper the work of our hands; 

prosper our handiwork. 
 

The Epistle 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
 

A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though 

we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had 

courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our 

appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been 

approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to 
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please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, 

we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from 

mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles 

of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 

So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel of 

God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Sequence Hymn Lord, make us servants of your peace              H523 
 

The Holy Gospel Matthew 22:35-46 
 

The Priest reads the Gospel, first saying. 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and 

one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which commandment in 

the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these 

two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” Now while the Pharisees were 

gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose 

son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David 

by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 

until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his 

son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him 

any more questions. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Lee F. Shafer 
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The Nicene Creed BCP 358 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People Form II, BCP 385 
 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; Michael and Terry, our Bishop; 

for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 

Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people. 

Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison. 

Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 

Pray that they may find and be found by him. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 

Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for                              .   
I ask your thanksgivings for                              .   
Silence 
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

Silence 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

The Confession of Sin BCP 360 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.  

The Holy Communion BCP 361 

Music at the Offertory  O How Amiable  Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 –1958)
  

O how amiable are thy dwellings thou Lord of hosts 

My soul hath a desire and longing to enter in to the courts 

of the Lord 

My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God 

Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house 

And the swallow a nest where she may lay her young 

Even thy altars O Lord of hosts, my king and my God 

Bessed are they that dwell in thy house 

They will be alway praising thee 

The glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us 

Prosper thou the work of our hands upon us 

O prosper thou our handy work, o prosper thou our handy 

work. 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home. 
 



 

The Celebrant then says: 

All things come of thee, oh Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP 367 
  

Celebrant  
 

The Lord be with you.   

People    And also with you.  

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.  

People    We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People    It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

The Celebrant proceeds    

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day 

of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus and Benedictus  

(Celebrant and People)  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 

in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 

him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,   
 

Celebrant and People  

We remember his death,  

We proclaim his resurrection,  

We await his coming in glory;  
  

The Celebrant continues  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 

the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

 

The Celebrant then continues BCP 364 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
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And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364 

A period of silence is kept. 

Then the Celebrant says:  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Celebrant then says  

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

Music during Communion  O Lord, Increase Our Faith  Henry Loosemoore  (1600?–1670) 

 

O Lord, increase our faith, 

strengthen us and confirm us in thy true faith; 

endue us with wisdom, charity, chastity and patience, 

in all our adversity. 

Sweet Jesu, say Amen. 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says BCP 366 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 

kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
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The Dismissal  BCP 366 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Closing Hymn  Lord, whose love through humble service H610 
 

The Postlude  Allegro assai vivace (Sonata I)  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)  

The Flowers are given to the glory of God by Clyde K. Warner, Jr. and family in loving memory 

of his sister Carolyn Warner Hastings. 
 

Choral Music Notes: 
 

Ralph Vaughan Williams worked primarily in the beginning of the 20th century. In contrast to many of 

his contemporaries, he found a voice through the use of traditional modes and concepts from early 

music, especially that of Tudor England. O How Amiable includes text from Psalm 90 appointed for 

today (“The glorious Majesty of the Lord our God be upon us: prosper thou the work of our hands upon 

us”) and concludes with a quote from the familiar hymn O God, our help in ages past.  

Little is known about Henry Loosemore except that he was organist at King’s College, Cambridge. His 

anthem, O Lord, increase our faith, was formerly attributed to the more well-known Orlando Gibbons. 

It is interesting, as Kenneth Long writes, that Gibbons treats the text “sweet Jesu, say Amen” in a very 

similar way in both this anthem and another anthem titled If King Manasses. Although short and sweet, 

this anthem has several moments of intriguing character.  

Organ Music Notes: 
 

Ralph Vaughan Williams did not compose a lot of organ music, but he does have three preludes on 

Welsh hymn tunes that have gained notoriety. Among those is the prelude on the 

tune Rhosymedre. The tune first appears in the tenor range in longer note values with a lovely 

countermelody played above. Then the tune moves to the soprano range for a verse before returning to 

the tenor range for one last phrase. The piece ends with the beautiful countermelody.  

Felix Mendelssohn contributed six well-crafted sonatas to the organ repertoire in the final years of his 

short life. Mendelssohn was commissioned by Coventry (a prominent publisher in England where he 

frequently visited and performed) to compose a set of Voluntaries. After beginning work, Mendelssohn 

oddly claimed not to be sure what a voluntary was and requested to change the name to Sonata. We 

don’t know for sure why he did this. It turned out that he published them under four publishers around 

the same time in England, Germany, France, and Italy. Making things more interesting, the manuscripts 

and various publications sometimes disagree on various details. The postlude this morning is the final 

movement from his first sonata in F minor. Like Beethoven’s 5th Symphony, the final movement has now 
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transformed from the heavy minor mode to a bright and glorious major mode. This movement may 

have originated as an improvisation – something Mendelssohn was known for particularly in England.   


