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Welcome to Calvary Episcopal Church. 

Calvary is the home of a community of people who seek to make the church a 

place of welcome, service, and beauty. 
 

Through the worship and love of God our mission is to: 

make the Gospel of Jesus Christ the center of our life and work; 

welcome all people into our church family; 

love and support one another; and 

actively seek out the human needs in our community, 

responding vigorously with respect and understanding. 
 

We are glad you are with us today! 
 

 

We welcome the Reverend E. Benjamin Sanders as Celebrant today. 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. Lee F. Shafer 

Rector 
 

Dr. Shawn R. Dawson 

Organist/Director of Music 
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Prelude  Nun komm’, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

  

Introit  Matin Responsory Giovanni Da Palestrina (1525-1594) 
 

The Opening Hymn Lo! He comes, with clouds descending H57 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Words: Charles Wesley.  

Music: Helmsley, melody  Augustine Arme.

 

The Celebrant then says  BCP 355 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
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The celebrant continues 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Trisagion  BCP356 

The Celebrant and the People then say three times 

Holy God, 

Holy and Mighty, 

Holy Immortal One, 

Have mercy upon us.  

 

The Collect of the Day BCP 236 

The Celebrant says to the people 

 The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 

humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both 

the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Isaiah 64:1-9 

A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake 

at your presence--as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil--to make 

your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked 

at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any 

God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, 

those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 

yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 

deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us 

away. There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have 

hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O LORD, you 
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are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not 

be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all 

your people. 
 

Reader    The Word of the Lord.  

People    Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 Qui regis Israel BCP 702 
 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered 

despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

The Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 

A Reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my 

God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for 

in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just 
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as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not lacking 

in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

The Sequence Hymn “Sleepers, wake!” A voice astounds us             H61 
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Words: Philipp Nicolai; tr. Carl P. Daw, Jr. 

Music: Wachet auf, melody Hans Sachs; adapt. Philipp Nicolai; arr. and harm. Johann Sebastian Bach. 
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The Holy Gospel Mark 13:24-37 
 

The Priest reads the Gospel, first saying. 
 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 

shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then 

he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 

to the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 

and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will 

not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will not pass away. “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 

will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 

awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 

midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 

And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

The Sermon The Rev. E. Benjamin Sanders 
 

The Nicene Creed BCP 358 
 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People Form IV, BCP 388 
 

Then is said 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may 

be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal 

your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the 

ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one another 

and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
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Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, 

that we may use its resources rightly in the service of others 

and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant 

that we may serve Christ in them, and love one another as he 

loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 

spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 

bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will 

for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 

with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

The Confession of Sin BCP 360 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

The Peace 

All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People And also with you.  

The Holy Communion BCP 361 

Music at the Offertory O Thou, the Central Orb Charles Wood (1866-1926) 
 

O Thou, the central orb of righteous love, 

Pure beam of the most High, eternal Light 

Of this our wintry world, Thy radiance bright 

Awakes new joy in faith, hope soars above. 
 

Come, quickly come, and let thy glory shine, 

Gilding our darksome heaven with rays Divine. 
 

Thy saints with holy lustre round Thee move, 

As stars about thy throne, set in the height 

Of God's ordaining counsel, as Thy sight 

Gives measured grace to each, Thy power to prove. 
 

Let Thy bright beams disperse the gloom of sin, 

Our nature all shall feel eternal day 

In fellowship with thee, transforming day 

To souls erewhile unclean, now pure within. Amen.  



 

The Celebrant then says: 

All things come of thee, oh Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A, BCP 361 
  

Celebrant  
 

The Lord be with you.   

People    And also with you. 
  

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.  

People    We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Celebrant  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People    It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

The Celebrant proceeds    

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem 
us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when 
he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may 
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining 

our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 

this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus S124 

 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
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Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 

us, to  reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 

a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 

holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 

bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

The Celebrant then continues BCP 363 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 
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 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem: Agnus Dei S161 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant then says  

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

Music during Communion  Ad te levavi  Joseph Gabriel Rheinberger (1839-1901)

Ad te levavi animam meam, Deus meus, in te 

confido: non erubescam neque irrideant me 

inimici mei. Et enim universi qui te expectant 

non confundentur. Vias tuas, Domine, 

demonstra mihi: et semitas tuas edoce me. 

 

Unto thee, O Lord, will I lift up my soul; my 

God, I have put my trust in thee: O let me 

not be confounded, neither let mine enemies 

triumph over me. For all they that hope in 

thee shall not be ashamed. Shew me thy 

ways, O Lord : and teach me thy paths.



 

 After Communion, the Celebrant says BCP 366 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 

kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

 

The Dismissal  BCP 366 

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Closing Hymn  Rejoice! rejoice, believers H68 
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Words: Laurentius Laurenti; tr. Sarah B. Findlater. 

Music: Llangloffan, from Hymnau a Thomas er Gwasanaeth yr Eglwys yng Nghymru, 1865. 

 

The Postlude Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme, BWV 645 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

    

The Altar Greenery is given to the glory of God by the People of Calvary. 
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Choral Music Notes: 

 

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina was one of the best Italian composers of sacred music in the 

16th century. Most notably, he worked at St. Peter’s Basilica and wrote many masses and 

motets during his lifetime. This Matin Responsory for the Introit for the first Sunday of Advent 

contains music adapted from a Magnificat by Palestrina. This version was edited by the late 

Stephen Cleobury. It is quasi-chant with some passages taken directly from a Gregorian psalm 

tone and others using material from Palestrina. It can be easy to tell because the chant is sung 

on a single pitch and often by a single voice, while Palestrina’s material opens up into the full 

four-voice choir.  

Charles Wood was born in Northern Ireland, where he had his early musical education at the 

Armagh Cathedral. He later studied with Stanford at the Royal College of Music in London 

with whom he became a close friend and colleague. His work shows much influence from 

Stanford, although Wood focused his career much more in sacred music. O Thou the Central 

Orb is a well-known and powerful piece from the repertoire of Wood’s anthems. An 

illustration of late Romantic grandeur in miniature form, its tuneful melody and wide 

sweeping phrases are captivating.  

Josef Rheinberger was an organist and composer during the second half of the 19th century. 

He was born in Liechtenstein but spent most of his life in Germany. He showed great talent 

for music at an early age, assuming his first role as church organist at the age of seven. He is 

especially remembered as a renowned teacher, having taught many American students, 

including Horatio Parker and George Chatwick. His output of sacred choral and organ music 

is quite large. Among his notable organ works include twenty sonatas, one in each key, from 

which the famous Passacaglia comes. Ad te levavi comes from his nine Advent motets. The 

text is the Introit for the First Sunday of Advent, and it is based on Psalm 24.  

 

Organ Music Notes: 
 

In a set of 18 long chorale preludes, Bach set the Advent tune Nun komm, der Heiden 

Heiland three times. In typical Bachian fashion, they each take a different view of the tune. 

The prelude for this morning, the first of the three settings, is an ornamented chorale setting. 

Bach places the tune in the upper register and decorates it in various ways. This setting stands 

out as one of the most beautiful and captivating ornamented chorales he ever set.  

 



19 

 

Bach’s setting of Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme is well-known to organists and to those 

who are familiar organ literature. This chorale setting, often played during the season of 

Advent, is a transcription by Bach himself of one movement from his Cantata 140 of the same 

name. In the cantata, the movement is set for a tenor solo and accompanied by the strings. 

Bach transcribes it for organ as a trio. The right hand plays the unison string melody. The feet 

play the bass part of the cellos and string bass. The left hand takes up the melody of the tenor 

soloist played on a more prominent sound on the organ.  

  


